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Generations to come would be well-
advised to emulate his service. He un-
derstands and treasures this House, its
centrality in steering progress for our
democratic Republic.

He is a champion of civil rights, of
living wage jobs in America and labor
rights here and abroad, of American
manufacturing and the auto industry,
of energy independence for America, of
Medicare and Social Security as his fa-
ther was before him, of our natural en-
vironment and the legal basis for re-
specting it—our Great Lakes, the fish,
fauna, and creatures that form the wild
kingdom, the park systems and wildlife
refuges, the river and ocean ecosystems
that maintain and sustain the stunning
beauty and bounty of our land and
frankly sustain us. He is the heartbeat
of Motown.

I personally will always treasure the
moments we spent working on legisla-
tion to refinance the U.S. auto indus-
try and our tours of the auto giants’
manufacturing platforms, of the times
we spent together creating the first
international wildlife refuge in our
country in the Great Lakes region
spanning our shared Michigan-Ohio
border with Canada, the clean water
and clean air achievements, the tours
of the La-Z-Boy company and that
firm’s stellar involvement in environ-
mental stewardship of our Ohio-Michi-
gan region.

Mr. Speaker, I shall always treasure
our encounters, countless as they are,
along the Ohio-Michigan border that
we shared, the hundreds of plane rides
together, often with Deborah along,
with dear colleagues like JOHN CON-
YERS, Billy Ford, as well as our car ride
back to Michigan together after 9/11.

We have shared the priceless oppor-
tunity to guard liberty and extend her
welcoming arms to the people of Po-
land, our shared ancestral heritage, as
Poland cast off the shackles of Com-
munist oppression. Though each of us
dreamed of the day when that incred-
ible moment might transpire, its
achievement remains one of world his-
tory’s most glorious moments.

So the patriotic gentleman from
Michigan, House seniority rank num-
ber one, our dean, you have not only
earned your title as ‘‘Man of the
House,” you have inspired millions of
people and ably met the call of DANIEL
WEBSTER in your time and generation
to perform something worthy to be re-
membered. You have met that test.

My colleague, may God bless you and
Deborah and hold you and your loved
ones dearly. America thanks you, and
so do I, as dean of Ohio’s delegation.
Godspeed.

Mr. PALLONE. I thank the gentle-
woman.

Mr. Speaker, I yield now to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. PELOSI),
our Democratic leader.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding, and I ap-
preciate his friendship with the distin-
guished leader of the entire Congress,
the dean number one, as Congress-
woman KAPTUR said.
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Mr. Speaker, I am going to be brief
and put some of my statement in the
RECORD and hopefully return to the
floor in the couple of days ahead to say
more about Mr. DINGELL because SO
many Members are waiting, and I hope
more time will be afforded for us to
sing the praises of this great man.

Every now and then, you hear the ex-
pression ‘‘somebody is a living legend.”
That doesn’t even begin to describe
JOHN DINGELL. He is a living legend. He
has had a hand in nearly every major
legislative accomplishment over the
past six decades from protecting civil
rights and workers’ rights—and I am so
glad to see JOHN LEWIS here—to ensur-
ing food safety, to enacting essential
consumer protections, and to creating
jobs in Michigan’s Twelfth District and
throughout our country.

Among his countless achievements,
none holds greater significance than
his contribution to the good health of
the American people. Each congres-
sional term since 1955, he introduced
legislation to secure affordable health
care for all Americans.

In 1965, he held the gavel in his hand
as Medicare became law of the land,
and in 2010, more than half a century
later, it was my privilege to hold that
same gavel in my hand as we passed
the Affordable Care Act, realizing the
dream of the Dingell family.

To work alongside JOHN DINGELL is
to be inspired by his strength, by the
history of our institution, and by the
seriousness of his work, not only the
length of his service for sure, but the
quality of his leadership. He is our dis-
tinguished chairman, our distinguished
dean, a cherished colleague and friend,
a living legend as I said, but that only
begins to tell the tale.

His experience, his leadership, his
partnership, and his passion will be
sorely missed by all of us who had the
honor to serve alongside him. We wish
him and his beloved wife, our soon-to-
be colleague, Debbie, and the entire
Dingell family the very best.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to join in
the tributes to a public servant of un-
matched leadership and quality.

The distinguished gentleman from
New Jersey has followed the many
footsteps of Mr. DINGELL on the Energy
and Commerce Committee.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

———

AMERICA: LAND OF LIBERTY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the
gentlewoman from Minnesota (Mrs.
BACHMANN) for 30 minutes.

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. PALLONE).

HONORING CONGRESSMAN JOHN DINGELL ON HIS
RETIREMENT

Mr. PALLONE. I want to thank the
gentlewoman and remind my col-
leagues that we have a lot of speakers,
so if you can limit your remarks, we
would appreciate it.

The
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Mr. Speaker, I yield now to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE).

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman.

Mr. Speaker, as a freshman, I have
learned to be brief, and I will be brief.
Coming from Michigan and growing up
in a political family and actually suc-
ceeding my own uncle, Dale Kildee, in
this seat, one would think that Dale is
the first Congressman that I really
knew, but if you are from Michigan and
you were born any time after the mid-
dle of the 1950s, JOHN DINGELL is the
first Congressman that we knew.

He was a strong voice for our State,
and he was really the picture of a Mem-
ber of Congress for so many years. His
longevity is obviously remarkable, but
it is what JOHN did and stood for that
is most remarkable over his long ten-
ure.

He first was a witness to history in
this place when 73 years ago this past
Monday, his father was here and he was
a page, he sat and watched Franklin
Roosevelt give that famous speech on
December 7.

He made history in this body. I re-
member just a few months ago watch-
ing on C-SPAN, as I do occasionally,
and watching the signing of the 1964
Civil Rights Act and watching JOHN
DINGELL stand there and receive a pen
from President Johnson as that act
was signed into law. I sat with him the
next day and discussed that time in our
history and realized what an amazing
privilege I have been given to serve in
the same body with JOHN DINGELL.

He is a witness to history, and he
made history, but more importantly,
for 59 years, JOHN DINGELL was on the
right side of history. Look at his
record. Look at what he has stood for.
He has always been ahead of the rest of
the country.

The one thing I do hope is that we
can take a lesson from his service and
realize that there has been a time in
this body when you can be a strong and
passionate voice, when you can hold to
principle, but still find ways to work
across the partisan divide and find
compromise and get things done. That
is the lesson of his legacy, and it is one
that I think we all have an obligation
to try to live up to.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I now
yield to the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. BISHOP).

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, you have heard that
Representative JOHN DINGELL from
Michigan is the longest-serving Mem-
ber of the House of Representatives in
the history of this institution. You
have heard that he has been a Member
since 1955 and has held a seat in this
body since President Eisenhower sat in
the White House.

You heard that exactly 1 day and 73
years ago, a young JOHN DINGELL, then
a page in the House, was standing in
this very room when President Roo-
sevelt gave his declaration-of-war
speech against Japan. He was a page.
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Needless to say, it has been a long
road of public service for our friend and
colleague, JOHN DINGELL. A great de-
fender of civil liberties, JOHN DINGELL
stood beside President Johnson as he
signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
Over his illustrious career, he fought
for civil rights, for clean water, for
Medicare, for American workers’
rights.

On a more personal note, he has al-
ways been helpful to me even when I
was just a wet-behind-the-ears fresh-
man, and he shared his overflowing res-
ervoir of knowledge and wisdom about
the history and customs of this body
and the workings of Congress. He will
be missed.

Mr. Speaker, I will always remember
and appreciate his character, his integ-
rity, and his courage in the fight for a
better quality of life for the American
people.

A poet wrote:

The tree that never had to fight

For sun and sky and air and light,

But stood out in the open plain

And always got its share of rain,
Never became a forest king

But lived and died a scrubby thing.
The man who never had to toil

by hand or mind in life’s turmoil,

Who never had to earn his share

Of sun and sky and light and air,
Never became a manly man

But lived and died as he began.

Good timber does not grow in ease:
The stronger winds, the stronger trees;
The further sky, the greater length;
The rougher the storm, the greater strength.
By wind or rain, by sun and snow,

In trees and men good timbers grow.

JOHN DINGELL is good timber. Sir,
you will be sorely missed. Thank you
for your service.

O 1745

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY).

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I
am so proud to join with many of my
colleagues in celebrating JOHN DINGELL
and recognizing the many, many things
that he has achieved for our country. It
is not just that JOHN DINGELL has been
the longest serving Member in history;
it is what he did in his 30 terms in the
House. Many today will honor him for
his support of civil rights and voting
rights, his lifelong support for working
men and women and their unions, for
the environment and much, much
more. But for me, it is his passionate
advocacy for national health care.

I came to Congress with the number
one priority of winning affordable,
quality, and comprehensive health care
for all Americans. I worked to join the
Energy and Commerce Committee so
that I could learn from JOHN DINGELL,
who has been called a legend in the
fight for universal coverage. Following
in the footsteps of his father, a key
player in the passage of Social Secu-
rity in 1935 and himself a strong fighter
for national health care, Chairman
DINGELL introduced the U.S. National
Health Insurance Act in his very first
term, and he has been fighting to make
health care a right ever since.
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JOHN DINGELL sat in that chair when
we passed Medicare and Medicaid and
gaveled it into law. He pushed for the
Patients’ Bill of Rights. He led the way
as we created the Children’s Health In-
surance Program, and he was a key
reason we were able to pass the Afford-
able Care Act in 2010.

Because of JOHN DINGELL, today more
than 120 million Americans have access
to health insurance in large part be-
cause of his leadership and vision. I am
so grateful to have had the privilege of
serving with and learning from JOHN
DINGELL. I hope that we will follow his
strong legacy and continue to make
improvements in health care so that
we can improve the lives and well-
being of all Americans.

Thank you, JOHN DINGELL, for your
unparalleled service to this country.

Mr. PALLONE. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS).

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to join my colleagues tonight
to honor my friend, my brother, the
longest serving Member of Congress,
the Honorable JOHN DINGELL.

I had heard of Congressman DINGELL
long before I came to the House. I knew
he had followed in his father’s foot-
steps on his path to public service, that
he was one of the youngest Members of
Congress at the time. But most impor-
tant, I heard that he would stand up,
speak out, and fight for the issues of
civil rights and social justice.

JOHN DINGELL is one of the most able
and respected Members of this body.
Yes, he is the dean of the House of Rep-
resentatives. He had the capacity and
the ability to say we have a right to
know what is in the food we eat, what
is in the air we breathe, and what is in
the water that we drink.

He battled on the front lines for
Medicare and Medicaid. He is the only
Member of Congress still serving today
who voted for the Civil Rights Act of
1964. He also helped win passage of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I just want
to say that JOHN DINGELL is the embod-
iment of a time when legislators did
not hesitate to use the power of the
Federal Government to do good for all.

JOHN, my friend, my brother, my col-
league, thank you for your service.
Thank you for all of the good that you
have done to make our country and to
make our world a better place.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from California (Mr.
GARAMENDI).

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr.
thank the gentleman.

As a new insurance commissioner in
California in 1991, I had lots of prob-
lems with pensions, a lot of problems
with insurance companies going broke.
I was summoned to Washington to ap-
pear before the Commerce Committee
to explain. I had great fear in my mind.
The very famous JOHN DINGELL was
chairing that committee. But I very
quickly realized his goal and mine were
the same, that is, to find ways to pro-
tect people. A deep friendship then en-
sued for many years.

Speaker, I
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My mentor is leaving this session. I
will miss him. I know that everybody
in this House will miss him in many
ways. He is a good man. His heart is as
big as this Nation which he has worked
so hard for.

JOHN DINGELL, a great, great Member
of Congress.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I just
want to thank the gentlewoman from
Minnesota for yielding us extra time.

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, it
was a privilege to yield to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey on behalf of
our colleague who set a historical
record of serving this Chamber and the
people of his district so well for 60
years.

And it is a privilege for me now also,
Mr. Speaker, to be in this well to de-
liver what is my last speech on this
floor.

It has been the privilege and the
honor of a lifetime for me to serve as a
Member of the United States Congress,
serving as the first woman ever elected
from the State of Minnesota in the ca-
pacity of being a Republican. It is an
honor, and it is the ride of a lifetime.
As I stand here in the well of this
House, I am so filled with joy and so
much happiness in understanding that
the privilege I have is one of being
really a link on a chain that has gone
on for hundreds of years.

I stand right here on the soil, in the
square feet that are the freest square
feet in the world because you see, Mr.
Speaker, it is here where any voice
that holds an election certificate can
speak forth the words, words that
maybe a President of the United States
would vehemently agree with, disagree
with, words that maybe colleagues
from one’s own party and the opposing
party may vehemently disagree with,
words that in some sense might incent
people to anger or to even riot in some
cases, but words, nonetheless, that are
free—free, free—because a price was
paid so that speech could be given. It is
an honor. Where else could we find this
level of freedom anywhere in the
world?

That is why at the very top of this
Capitol on the rotunda dome standing
a full 20 feet tall is a statute called
“Freedom.” It is a woman, and her
name is Freedom. She stands as the up-
permost point in this part of our Na-
tion’s Capital. She faces east because
she faces toward the sunrise so that
every day Freedom’s face looks into
the morning sun, and, happily, we
begin yet one more day of liberty in
this country.

You see, I am so proud to be a part of
this Nation. I am so proud to be an
American citizen because I recognize
the costs of my freedom, the price that
was paid for it by those who have gone
before. I am so thrilled to have this op-
portunity.

Just behind me, Mr. Speaker, above
where you are standing, is our Nation’s
motto. It says, “In God We Trust.”
What a fabulous motto. Could any bet-
ter motto be written for any nation to
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declare full voiced that it is in God
that we as a nation put our trust?
What other more trustworthy venue
could there be? What other trust-
worthy vehicle could there be than a
holy God?

You see, it is not just today that we
mouth these words. These words were
mouthed by the Founders of our coun-
try, those who decided to leave the
comforts of their home to come here to
what was essentially an untested, un-
tapped world where there were people,
the Native Americans who populated
this land, but where a brand-new cul-
ture was about to be born, one that
would be again the fulcrum to bless the
entire world, where people would know
that they could come from any portion
of the world and find freedom as indi-
viduals, but also as a nation.

We have so much to be thankful for,
so much to be grateful for. For many
people who have never had the privi-
lege of being in this House Chamber be-
fore, this is the room where the laws of
our Nation are formulated. Our Found-
ers meant that the House of Represent-
atives would be the most powerful form
of government. Why? Because it would
be these 435 Members that we eventu-
ally became would hold the power of
the purse. We would hold the Nation’s
credit card. It would be up to us to de-
cide what we spent money on and what
we didn’t. We would formulate policy
for what is now some 300 million-plus
American people.

We are the lawgivers because the peo-
ple of this country have given us the
privilege of the election certificate to
make the laws. We must never forget
that it is by the consent of the gov-
erned that we rule and that we decide
our laws.

As I look about this Chamber, we are
ringed with the silhouettes of law-
givers throughout history—
Hammurabi, various lawgivers
throughout all of time, lawgivers for
whom veneration is required. And yet
only one lawgiver has the distinction
of not having a silhouette but having
the full face be revealed by the artist.
That lawgiver is Moses. Moses is di-
rectly above the double doors that lead
into the centermost part of this Cham-
ber. In the face of Moses, his eyes look
straight upon not only our Nation’s
motto, “In God We Trust,” but Moses’
face looks full on into the face of the
Speaker of the House.

Daily the Speaker of the House, as he
stands up in his authority and in his
podium, recognizes that he, too, is a
man under authority, just as Moses
was a man under authority. Because
you see, Mr. Speaker, Moses is given
for the full honor as the greatest law-
giver in this Chamber because he was
chosen by the God that we trust to be
entrusted with the basis of all law. The
basis of all law, as was written by
Blackstone, the famous English jurist,
was the Ten Commandments that were
given by none other than the God we
trust on Mount Sinai. We know those
laws. Those laws are the fundamental
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laws of mankind. And here in the
United States, the Ten Commandments
that God gave to Moses are the very
foundation of the law that has given
the happiness and the rise of the great-
est prosperity that any nation has
known before.

Mr. Speaker, it could be no coinci-
dence that this Nation, knowing and
enjoying the heights of such great hap-
piness and such great prosperity, could
be built upon that foundation of the
Ten Commandments and of the law
given by the God in whom we trust.
What a privilege we have been given.
What an unparalleled foundation. We
have so much to be grateful for and
thankful for.

Before I continue my remarks, I want
to also say thank you to people in their
individual capacity who have done so
much to help me in my service in the
House of Representatives. I want to
thank, first of all and most impor-
tantly, the people of the Sixth Congres-
sional District of Minnesota who
thought enough of my campaign to
give me the election certificate that I
have been privileged to hold for these
four terms that I have served in office
for 8 years. Had the people of the Sixth
Congressional District not elected me
to service, I would have never known
what a privilege it would be to serve
them here in this Chamber. I thank the
great people of the Sixth District. It is
known as Lake Wobegon country, the
greatest people in this country as far
as I am concerned—people where all of
the men are good looking and the chil-
dren are above average. It is a State
unlike any other, and I am privileged
to have served.

I also want to thank the many nu-
merous volunteers who worked on my
campaigns to send me here. Without
their tireless work stuffing envelopes
and serving on the campaigns and mak-
ing phone calls, it never would have
happened.

[J 1800

I was a homemaker at home with our
family. I had been a Federal tax litiga-
tion attorney. I had had the privilege
of starting a charter school. My hus-
band and I started our own company,
but I was essentially nobody from no-
where, and because people believed in
me, they elected me, and they brought
me here. I want to thank again the
people of the Sixth District and the
volunteers who sent me here.

I also want to thank the donors who
very generously gave their money also
so that I could be here. I had very hard-
fought campaigns. I was often the top
nemesis for the opposite political party
in election after election, and millions
of dollars were spent to make sure that
I would not have the privilege of stand-
ing in the well of this House.

I want to thank those who gave me
the money to be able to come and who
sacrificed so that I could be here. Over
the years my races were so expensive
that at one point mine was the most
expensive race in the country. That
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was done on an average donation of $41
per donation. Millions and millions of
dollars with an average donation of $41.

I am so proud of that because real
people across the United States saw in
me an authentic, credible voice who
was here to speak for them. I had peo-
ple all across the country who said to
me, MICHELE, thank you, you speak for
me, and I am so thankful that you have
fought for me here in Washington.

They knew that I wasn’t here to
speak for special interests. They knew
that I wasn’t bought and paid for. They
knew that I was speaking for them. I
want to say for those that did donate
money to my campaigns, I am the
same person today as I was when I
came here 8 years ago, and I fought for
you and for the values that you sent
me here to fight for.

I also want to say thank you to the
God who saved me. I am so grateful to
the Holy God who created us, the Cre-
ator God, the God that Jefferson point-
ed to in the Declaration of Independ-
ence. It is because of Him and because
He created me in His image and like-
ness, as He has each one of us, that I
even have the possibility of coming
here to be able to serve.

I also thank my parents, my father,
who has passed away. I thank my
mother, Jean LaFave, and my step-
father, Ray LaFave, for their love and
their support over the years as well. I
am thankful to my brothers, David and
Gary and Paul, and my stepbrothers
and my stepsisters.

I am thankful to my husband of 36
years, Marcus; to our five wonderful
children, Lucas, and his wife, Chris-
tine; Harrison, Elisa, Caroline, and So-
phia; and also to our wonderful 23 fos-
ter children whom we were privileged
to raise over the years. As I often joke,
yes, I am the old woman in the shoe. I
have raised 28 children, and I am so
grateful for each one of them.

I am thankful for my very dear
friends over the years who prayed for
me and stood by me and helped me to
get to this position, to my supporters
from the great State of Minnesota, and
most particularly to the prayer war-
riors. The very first committee that we
formed every time I ran for political
office was our prayer committee, and I
thank you to the intercessors who
prayed routinely for me. Those prayers
I believe were answered.

I also say thank you to the men and
women who serve today in our Armed
Forces. It was the privilege of a life-
time for me to go and travel across the
world to Iraq, to Afghanistan, to Ger-
many, and various places around the
world where I was able to meet you in
your service, and I thank you for al-
lowing me to meet you there.

I say thank you to our veterans who
have gone before. You know how near
and dear you are to my heart. I am the
daughter of a veteran, stepdaughter of
a veteran, sister of a veteran, and I am
so grateful because 1 recognize we
would not be here today if it wasn’t for
our veterans, and I thank you for your
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service to our country because you an-
swered the call.

I want to also say thank you to my
staff:

My longest-serving staff member,
Kim Rubin, who came with me on day
one and who has served me every single
day so superbly as my scheduler. There
is no one quite like her, and I have ab-
solutely no idea how I will order my
life once I leave here without Kim
Rubin.

I say thank you to my chief of staff,
Robert Boland, who has stepped in and
done a wonderful job with our well or-
ganized machine in our office. He
makes it a joy for everyone in our of-
fice to serve.

I say thank you to my press commu-
nications director, Dan Kotman, who
has done such a wonderful job every
day challenging me to make sure that
I can be as good as I can and to keep
me from making the mistakes that I
am all too prone to make;

For Mikayla Hall, who keeps me on
the current edge in absolutely every-
thing that she does, with a brilliant ca-
reer in front of her;

For Renee Doyle, my dear longtime
friend and legislative director, who has
a heart of gold and who has served tire-
lessly in every form of her capacity;

For Jason Frye, Sergeant Frye, who
has served our Nation as a veteran but
who now will be a legislative director
for my successor, and he will do a won-
derful job serving.

For Kevin Wysocki, who has served
me so well. I thank him, Mr. Speaker,
for the brilliant, high-quality man of
integrity that he is;

For Jessica Cahill, who has always
been there to serve me in every pos-
sible capacity that she was asked to do;

For our intern Julie; for our district
director Deb Steiskal, who has been so
faithful to me during my time in serv-
ice; for Barbara Harper, who has been
with me through thick and thin
through 16 years of activism and polit-
ical life; for Nicole Severson Pelzer,
who serves our veterans; for Karen Mil-
ler, who will continue to serve our dis-
trict.

I am so grateful for the Capitol Po-
lice, for all that they have done to se-
cure my safety; for the Sergeant at
Arms; for our chaplains; our Bible
study leaders; for the Clerk’s Office.

I want to give a special shout-out to
James, who runs the railroad car in the
basement of the Rayburn Building.
James has become a wonderful friend, a
man of God, and we literally have tears
in our eyes when we are saying good-
bye to each other in these last days. He
has brought joy to my heart, and I
thank him as well as I thank Maria,
who stands right out here outside the
door. She has to fetch me all the time
because I am usually the last one in
the Chamber, trying to get more busi-
ness done, and Maria says it is time to
go, Congresswoman, and I thank God
for Maria and what a darling that she
has been.

I am grateful for the committee staff
from the Financial Services Com-
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mittee, on which I have been privileged
to serve for 8 years, for the committee
staff on the Intel Committee. No one
knows how hard they work and what a
vital service they play to our Nation.

I am grateful for Bonnie, the elevator
lady, who is always so happy.

I am grateful for the two ladies at
our lunch counter back in the cloak-
room, to Ms. Pat and Ms. Doris. You
are such good cooks, you make wonder-
ful sandwiches, and I always knew that
if T was short $2, you would see me
through to the next day. So thank you
for believing in my creditworthiness.

More than anything, I want to say
thank you to the Founders of this Na-
tion, who gave us the most incredible
ride by believing in us and in our fu-
ture, by recognizing that these truths
are self-evident, that all men and all
women are created equal, that we are
endowed by our Creator with certain
inalienable rights, that among those
rights are life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness.

What that means to me is this: no
government gave me rights that only
God can give, and no government can
take away the rights that only God can
give. The only reason that we even
have a government and the only reason
it was instituted among men is to se-
cure for me and for you the rights that
God gave us: life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness. Beyond that, we rule
by the consent of the governed.

This is a pretty simple gig to figure
out here. There are things that govern-
ment can’t touch. Would that we would
learn that. But there are things that
we do, and those things that we do
should be for the happiness of man-
kind. You see, it is our job not to think
only of ourselves, but to think of the
generations that are yet to come.

My favorite Americans are people
who didn’t know they were Americans.
They were the Pilgrims. They came
here before our Nation was founded. I
love the story that was written by Gov-
ernor Bradford. He wrote in his jour-
nal, which I have read in the King’s
English multiple times. The Pilgrims
are one of my favorite groups of people.

Governor Bradford wrote that with
the sorrow and the sacrifice that the
Pilgrims made—you know, the very
first year when they came over, fully
half of them died in that first starving
winter. Governor Bradford wrote that
it was worth it all because the Pilgrims
saw themselves, in his words, as step-
ping stones. He said they willingly laid
down their lives and sacrificed them-
selves because they looked into the fu-
ture, Mr. Speaker, and they saw you,
and they saw me, and they saw all of
the American generations that would
come after them, and they saw what a
marvelous land filled with natural re-
sources, the ability to have freedom, a
completely new covenant, a completely
new promise that we could make with
the future and with the God that we
trust.

We could have here a brand new, or-
dered experiment in liberty, and we
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did. The generations benefited, and our
generation has benefited like nothing
before. And that is what we too must
do.

As I wind down my remarks, I say
thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you
that I could have that privilege of also
being a stepping stone to look to the
future so that the next generation
would live better than we do today.
Thank you for the privilege.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
S. 2244, TERRORISM RISK INSUR-
ANCE PROGRAM REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT OF 2014; PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF MO-
TIONS TO SUSPEND THE RULES;

AND PROVIDING FOR PRO-
CEEDINGS DURING THE PERIOD
FROM DECEMBER 12, 2014,

THROUGH JANUARY 3, 2015

Ms. FOXX from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 113-654) on the resolution (H.
Res. 775) providing for consideration of
the bill (S. 2244) to extend the termi-
nation date of the Terrorism Insurance
Program established under the Ter-
rorism Risk Insurance Act of 2002, and
for other purposes; providing for con-
sideration of motions to suspend the
rules; and providing for proceedings
during the period from December 12,
2014, through January 3, 2015, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

HONORING CONGRESSMAN JOHN
DINGELL ON HIS RETIREMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
SPEIER) for 30 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, one of the
great privileges of serving in this body
is that occasionally we walk among gi-
ants. Most of us 435 Members are ordi-
nary, but among us are a few extraor-
dinary citizens who become Members
of Congress and serve this great coun-
try.

We are saying good-bye this week to
one of those giants. JOHN DINGELL,
after serving some 59 years in this
Chamber, is leaving us, and leaving us
with a legacy of legislation that is
truly astonishing: the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, the 1990 Clean Air Act amend-
ments, the Safe Drinking Water Act,
legislation to create the first inter-
national wildlife refuge in North Amer-
ica, not to mention the Civil Rights
Act or the Affordable Care Act or any
number of other giant pieces of legisla-
tion.

He has often said when asked about
the jurisdiction that he was in charge
of as chair of the Energy and Com-
merce Committee that he would point
to a map of the Harth when asked
about his jurisdiction and would say,
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